Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 186 WarrerStreet

Applicant David and Christine Ament

Building Type: House, Garage and Shed

National Register Listing (if Applicable)Green HillNational Register Historic District
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Historical/Architectural Significance:

The lefthand side 0l.86 Warren Stregiresumablydates to thdirst decade of the construction of 209 Sargent Road and
the beginning of the formation of the Sargent Estate, known as Holm Lea, cTh@4Bouse is located the location of

a former residence owned by thirdock family, and even though Ignatius Sargent boughtdnd from the Murdock
family in 1845, he allowed the family to continue residing in the house as seen on the 1850 census. In 1852, Igna
Sargent moved his family and staff to 209 Sargent Road to live year round, and by the 1855 census, tha th&dent
locationis George Perry, a gardener for the Sargent family, and his small family. Thus it is possible Sargent demolish
the Murdock building and built this house as the entry lodge to his own between 1852 andd&B8ing to the

A s s e s s ortménd, anDbkl peeord lists the year built at 1870.

Between1845 and 1873, Ignatius Sarg, purchased neighboring lands, and eventually owned 150 acres of land. Ignatius
was an avid horticulturist, an interest his son, Charles Sprague Sargent, thaomell first director of the Arnold
Arboretum sharedAfter returning home from Europe, Charles S Sargent took on the role as manager of the estate, anc
collaboration with his fatheigontinuedshaping and uniting the lands into a picturesque landdaapgn as Holm Lea

Some of l gnatius Sargentés children |ived in other

Codman, who lived next door with her famil@harles SSargentresided towards the Boston line in a notable home that
was unfortunately demolished in 1948. Charl esd house
Crossway.

The front doorof thewood framedentrylodge at 186 Warren Streagias mos likely located on the left elevation which
faced the former entry drive to 209 Sargent Road, located in the approximate locationcbt234 &argent Road until
Il gnati us Sar g eWhilechse thye the Godmamandligh&tids. Sargent farmdazad were run separately.
Af ter | g nat 1888snéwspdpemadrticle diseusses plans by Frederick Law and John Charles Olmsted f
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extensive improvements to the approaches of the Codnt$argent estates, including a common entrahdzh would
diverge after a short distance. This site alteration is first seen on the 1893uadlasoved the front drive away from the
entry lodge

According to a 1979 Iletter by Julia Shepl ey todedthhe
Charles S Sargent took pity on her mottadso Julia Shepleyand extensively renovated the former entry lodge at 186
Warren Street to beabitable for the family. JdiShepl ey s mot her was t Richarddamuvhcht e
had been friends wit Charles S Sargent. Thee novati ons were designed by Char
April 1905 building permidetails the proposed work as the construction of a two stonpd2 8 6 x 280 wi T
116x166 o0ne,wth astoge fauratmn It i pogsible the right side chimney was added at the same time.
Additionally, the scope included repairs to the exisstgictureand t he rebuil ding of a ¢
states that the current entrance, living room and bedrooms above were included in the large addition which nearly doul
the structure in size. Ms. Shepley continued on to discuss that the oridinglwas not clapboard, but rather dark brown
wood panels made to resemble stekecording to a 1905 newspaper, the family moved in the summer of 1905, and there
was a fire not long after that could have been disastrous if not discovered and quickbddigirthe furnace tender. It is
unknown about the damages caused from the fire except that it was $1000.

After Charles S. Sargentbés death in 1927 the Sargent
barn, now 190 WarreBt was created and sold to Julia Shepley in 1928. The Shepley family continteside in the
house until t he el der aflthel ageaof @The property dvas saldeta WilliarBoandmah;9 6 5
however, he sold the property less than a ydar.llm 1967 the new owner Charles Lawrencehidid a two car wood
detached garage constructed for $3800, which was designed by PeteaBdfleitowed restrictions outlined in the deed

A wood shed is located in the rear of the property, however muitgeor information was available in regards to the
structure.In 1998, a permit was pulled for chimney restoration and repointing.

Thebuildings at 186 Warren Street mées following criteria for an initial determination of significance:
b. The buitlings arelisted on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; i
eligible for listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary

determination of eligibility habeen made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;

c. The buildings areassociated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the own or Commonwealth; a

d. The buildings araistorically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction,
or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings.

Thebuildings at 186 WarrerStreetretairs integrity d location,design,setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship
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Aerial view of 186 WarrerStreet, looking north.
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Aerial view of 186 WarrerStreet, looking south

Page4 of 15
186 WarrerStreet
Demolitioni March 2021



Photographs of the front and rear elevations of 186 Warren Street
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Photographs of the Ie (tp and riht (bottom)sde elvations of 186 Warren Street
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Photographs of the detachgarage
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